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We. ask Damon Hill how he's been keeping busy since retiring

‘feom' Formula 1. Photograph by Malcolm Griffiths.




'| even have to do up
my own seatbelt now!”

hard to wean himself off the Formula 1 circuit, but he says that it was
guite the apposite, "l think | went out and did some gardening when
tha first race was on TV As for as | can remember fhe race waz in Melbourme. .
and | can't ever remernber wha won! | hove 1o say that it did feel a bit odd not
being thers, watching it from heme when | was used to being where the aclion
was, but the great thing was that if | lost interest, | could just turm the TV offl*

DU'D THIMK THAT HAVING RETIRED, Damon would hove found it

Demon was o late starder fo Formula 1, aged 32, but racing had always
been in his bload - his father, Grahom, waos a successful racer who won two
World Championships, the Indy 500 and the Le Mans 24 hours,

Unlike most Formula 1 drivers who stan their careers very early with karts,
Darmen started racing bikes sedously in 1981, "A1 one time | wos racing
bikes on Soturday, cars on Sunday and then was o despaich rider for the rest
of the week - my senses were pretly finely tuned by that lifestyle." His first
possion being for bikes, he had anly discovered his falent for racing cars
when his Mum persuaded him to take o course of driving lessons in a racing
school in France, thinking that cars would be safer than bikes. Doman
remembers, "I'd speni all my money on my hike, so | soid that as long as |
didn't have to pay for it, | didn't mind deing it - it was much to my surprise
that | found that | wos quite good! To have all of your dreams fulfilled in
three or four laps was amarzing. In fact, the moment you go up the pit lone,
and the first time you go up the straight, is just owesome.”

After only half o season of single-seater racing in 1984, he was voled ‘Best
Mewcomer and over seven hard seasons, he fought up through FF1400, F3
and F3000, won 22 Grand Prix and became Word Champion in 1994,
A long and rocky road, but well warth it, *Ifs o complete fantasy world being
a Grond Prix driver and | think | knew that, but | hod o great time.
i was really thrilling to drive the most amazing cars under the best
circumslances, againg! greal recing drivers.”

But Damen recognises that changes have to be made to Formula 1 to boost
its appeal: "They need to do something te make racing more exciting to
watch, Formula 1 is a shiny, lovely-locking thing frem o distance, but when
it comes down to it, if you sit down every Sunday and give up twa hours of
your lite to it, there has to be a good reason, doesn't there? If it's got the
some person winning every time, if's not really racing, is %] As it stands,
Michaoel Schumacher could go on for another five years af least. And while
he's still winning, why not? But then again, who knows whot he would do
with his life if he did stop because he really does enjoy his driving - or maybe
it's oll those trophiss!®

O course, Domon does keep an eye on the young talent moving ug the
ranks ond gives them advice - he is currenily locking after 23 year old
Steven Kane from MNorthem lreland. "As obways, there is a lot of talent
around, but to get through all the cbstacles to gef to Formula 1 is exiremely
difficult and tokes o lot of backing from a good team. If's the hungry cnes
who make it - like Jensen Butlon - and Steven Kane is desperate to win.

| am giving him as much advice as passible, but you can't just wave a magic
wand, It has to come from the driver himself."

Damaon himself hos been repeatedly praised over the years for his dogged
defermination to win - it was one of the gualifies that Frank Williams was
walching out for when he wos looking to replace Mark Blundell as test driver
far his F1 team in 1991, This determinofion has led to success in many
different areas of Damon's life. 'When he first refired he soid, "A4s for fthe
futura, my passion to be successiul, and to give my best to whotever | furn
my hand fo, is undiminished” This drive haz led 1o the creation of P
International’, o private members' club which he co-founded in 2000.
Membership offers not only access 1o a fleet of around 40 supercers but
olso access fo o diverse calendar of exclusive events including track fime
with Damon, oz well as preferential occess to private jefs and motor yachts.

‘| thought that there were bound to be people out there who couldn't justify
spending tens of thousands of pounds on o car if they didn't get fo use it all
that offen, or maybe they're in the market fo buy but hoven't yet decided
which direction to go in. P1 gives them the chance fo try out the whole
spectrum of Ferraris, Porsches, and the best cars fram Aston Madin, Bentley,
Mable and more, | like to call it a 'chacalate box of cars' - and they can foke
o hite out of every single one if they like! Then, if they find one they like,
they can either go and buy it or they can stay as o member of P1 and carry
on enjoying the different cars. That said, mony of cur members decide ta
do both!"

“Ifs great for me because I'm hopeless at making my mind upl | keep trying
different cars, but as they all have different personalities and are weok or
strong in different areas | always end up undecided.”

Domen is oble to focus mare time on family these days; "Life after Farmula
1 is good,” he says, 'l olways maoke sure | have time for a game of golf and
its been great to be able to spend maore time with my family; it's vary time
consuming having four kids. As my eldest hos Down's Syndrome, | alse
spend time roising money in whotever way | can.” That includes ploying
guitar in concerls to roise money for the D3A. In foct, Domon's musical
experience extends much further than that - he octeally recorded a track with
Def Leppard in 1999, He explains, | actuslly met Joe Elliott in Dublin ond
he dared me to play the guitar for their album and | held him fo it! | think |
was actyally recorded playing the last bar in the last seng on their platinum
album...I'm still waiting fer my platinum copy! That said, | dan't think | could
ever be o rock star - | know when I'm beaten and there are much more
professional ond befter qualified musicians cut there!”

Businessman, musician, family man & gelf fonatic, there is life after Formula
1, but there is one thing that still sirikes Dameon os weird - "Doing vp your
own seatbelt!"
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