uite simply put, the Vantage is
rubbish — you don't want to own
one. There's no need to read further.
Stop now and spend your £80,000
‘elsewhere. If you have read on,
sorry about the above, [ was
obviously talking wipe but I
figure that's as far as the average Premiership
footballer will have read — limited attention
span and all that — and the last thing we need
is footballers spending a week’s wages on a
Vantage.

In the real world the Vantage has a lot to
recommend it. If you're having one of those
ultimate-car conversations over a pint, the
Vantage is not going to get a look-in. It's fast but
it can’t break the sound barrier and it can’t do
0-60 before you've closed the door, like some
SUPENCATS.,

And as you know, in those pub conversations
there is no place for compromise. But if you want
4 car you are going to drive every day and enjoy,
rather than an impractical “top trump” card made
flesh, then the Vantage is a brilliant motor.

This'isn’t the lumbering heavy Aston of old.

I’z ‘3 lithe machine with just two seats. The
drive is exactly what you'd expect from a car
designied to compete with the Porsche 911. It

nis beautifully into corners, feels sure-footed —
it's a joy.

Ididn‘ttaknm‘evamageomaamdcandﬁmit_

through its paces, first because I'd have killed
myself, and second because you won't either. This
car drives brilliantly on the road — which is where
it belongs. 3

It is available only with a proper gearbox (I think
that's because if they put cool, flappy paddles on
the car they’d have problems selling the DB9, the
Vantage's big brother). Initially [ thought this was a
limitation but in fact Aston Martin is giving you
what you didn’t know you wanted. It’s a lovely,
meaty gearchange and it forces you to interact with
the car — to really drive it

The Vantage actually has that rarest of things
for a supercool car, a good boot. If you want to
take your James Bond fantasies to their logical
conclusion you could probably fit a rocket
launcher in there.

This car is basically the ultimate hot
haich. And the hatchback has another less
practical use; it enables anyone driving the car
to sound incredibly nonchalant when asked:
“What are vou driving?" “A new hatchback,”
you reply.

I'loved every minute in the Vantage, but 1
wanted to see how it compared to the Daddy: the
Vanguish 5. The Vanguish $ costs an
eye-watering £97,000 more than the Vantage,
which means you could buy a matching set of his
'n’ hers Vantages and still have £17,000 change.

But in the interests of objective and thorough
journalism I wanted to see what you get for ail
that extra hard-earned cash.

The first thing you notice in the Vanguish S is
the sound system. I'm not talking about the stereo,
I'm talking about the sound of the car. It is
properly amazing.

I took it on a road trip to see Little Britain in
Birmingham with a friend. Half way through a
‘conversation, mid-sentence, I'd go to overtake.

I'd kick the engine into third and floor it, and
suddenly all the talking stopped. We'd listen to
the engine until we were safely back in fifth gear,
cruising, and then take up the conversation where
we left off. It is jaw-droppingly amazing, I'm not
saying the Vantage is quiet but it doesn't sound
like a Harrier jump jet landing in the driveway —
the Vanquish does.

' Apart from the huge power reserves the other
obvious advantage the Vanguish has over the
Vantage is it has back seats. I sav it has back
seats; in fact on closer inspection it has things
that look like normal everyday back seats but
viewed from a long way off.

Unless you're planning to drive round with
some midgets or Douglas Bader in the back,
there's no real point to them. The Vanguish is
for all intents and purposes like every other
Aston — a two-seater.

It is safe to assume that Bader would have
despised the Vantage. Not because it didn't have
back seats but because for a car that claims to be
as British as James Bond it carries with it the
unmistakable whiff of Johnny Foreigner.

With an engine made in Cologne and a gearbox
built in Italy all that's missing is a Japanese sat
nav and you'd have a car built by the Axis

POWETS.

But at least these foreign-made pars work.
Which is more than can be said for the Vanguish. |
The Vanquish is the last of the current crop of l
Astoms 1o have been built at the firm’s original
factory in Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire,
before production moved to the new bells and
whistles plant at Gaydon in Warwickshire.

'
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