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| ON THE ROAD REVIEW

P1 INTERNATIONAL SUPERCAR CLUB ;vet the last

few years,
events have been organised for wealthy participants to race their

exotic machinery across different continents. Groups of well-healed
“celebutantes” turn up in the newest and fastest cars, surrounded
by paparazzi and star-struck bystanders. They then set off on a

playboy’s point to point, whether it 1s across the US, Europe or even
around the world. words by Sam Petyan
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Beats sitting in a Ford
Focus for the same money!
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| £15,000 A YEAR, YOU
| \’E ;\_P:()Ul 6000 MILES IN A
" LAMBORGHINI MURCIELAGO

not flashy. Walking around with the MD, Michael Breen, [ was Although slightly tangential, you could also choose to take
told how the Jag had frequently embarrassed modern cars with part in a driving day. These usually take place on a race teack, or
its pace, and how P1 never keep their 911s for longer than 4 off-road course, The benefits are obvious, it allows you to drive

months, sorry evervone, that beautiful Jaguar Mk2 is in fact a selection of cars quickly- something which von should not
Michael Breen’s own car and not in the P1 fleet. The cars were consider on the roads. The problem is, that there's no practical
all perfect, as each car comes back to the fold; it gets a proper element, you can't go anywhere you need fwould like to go, and
valet and a full cheek before being deliverad to its next master there's certainly no posing potential. The costs can also rack up,
ar mistress, expect to pay upwards of £750 for a day with a decent amount of
So what is the profile of a typical supercar club member? involvement.
They're usnally male, in their mid 30s to late 405, They tend to be For me, there seems to be only one way to have it all without
successfal and usually own, or have owned, supercars in the past, tatal bankruptey. Having been given the tour of the headguarters
While T was there, however, T did notice some guys turn up who of P1, T was handed the keys to an Italian goddess, a bright red
were in their 208, which was both interesting and gut-wrenchingly F430. Unfortunately they were soon taken from me, as the
annoving at the same time. All new members are required to CAr was on its way to & elient. The fallback options weren’t too
complete a driving course, which is hardly unfair; given ABOVE: Moth-  shabby, either an Aston Martin V8 Vantage, Forsche
they're offering vou up to £350,000 worth of cav to drive,  ing announces 911 48, or a brand new Maserati GranTurisma in Grigia

and vou're going to hive to drive it. The club also offers away- Your arrival ke Gepitn with bright red leather. I climbed onto the

days at race tracks around the UK and Europe, so if you've ;GEELTEO””" sanguine seats, and for 40 minutes, experienced the joy
ever toved with the idea of taking your toy to the traclk; why BEuLDw:?rc;m of lack of cwnership.

not take someone else’s? This April, the club’s members dvove yigw everyone Drrive it, enjoy it, give it back, choose another,

from Leatherhead via Keims to a lusury chalet in Verbier, else gets tosee = Thanks to P1 International www.plinternational.com
Just imagine the resonant wail from a Modena-made V8 as

vou weave up the mountaing with the hood down!

There are alternatives to joining a club, One option of course,
is to hire the car of vour dreams. If vou've got a school reunion
and faney giving them all something to talk about, why not
turn up in something bright and outrageous? [No, not a Jimmy
Saville tracksuit, [ was thinking something automotive]. All
makes and models are available to rent for short periods of
time, but there are drawhacks. A weekend in a Lamborghini
Murcielage Roadster will probably cost around £4200, but the
“insurance excess 15 the real killer, one hire company quoting
£10,000 - 50 be sure to drive carefully. This hefty levy, plus the
300 mile weekend limit means that the deal isn't half as good as
the superear cluby option. You may also be disappointed if you're
not the right age. 1 allow members from the age of 25, but most
car hire companies won't entertain anyone vounger than 30,
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