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hich =ports car is the better drive: an Aston

Martin Manquish, a Ferrari 512 Scaghstti or a
Fard GT7 It is not an unusual topic of conversation faor a
late night in Lhe snug bar at Le Gavroche in Mayfair. But
it 15 10 eelack in the morning, there is anly caffeine
fuglling the debate and neither Michel Rousx Jr, the chef
and proprietor of Le Gavroche, nor Philip Harris, a
‘private banker wath UBS Wwealth Management, own a
fleet of motors, They do, howsver, belang to the same
club, F1International, through which they gat to drive
some of the most exquisite and exponsive cars around.

Raus joined the club four years ago, after being
introduced by friend and fellow chef, Gary Rhodes. |
had miy leg in plaster frorm a sking accident sa |
couldn't drive any of the cars, bul one of the marketing
quys asked rme if [d like to go for a spin | was
shoeharmed into a Moble and wa went round the block,
| was sold,” he recalls,

Foux confesses he doesn't knowe the first thing
about cars or engines. "For me it is all about the
aesthetics and the sensual side: the srmell of the
lzather, the sound, the beauty of the lines, as well as
the pleasure of driving”

Harrig, by contrast, is something of 3 petrol head
who races a bright pink GT3 Parsche in his spare time.
He owns a Parsche S Cabriclel, but uses cars frarm P1
for weekend trips. T going to Zurich for business
naxt manth and am taking the BMW ME,” he says.

Foux also tends to take P cars on trips to Europe,
favauring the bigger cars in the stable when heis
heading to the south of France to source ingrediants.
“I'm taking the Range Rover Spart for ry next trip. |
taak the Audi Q7 last time, which is an arnazing car. |
couldn't believe how powerful it was,” he says.

The beauty of PLis that you can drive cars you would
never want to own but want to experience, says Harris,

| recently had the Maserati Quattroporte, which is a
wery interesting car, but | wouldn't have ana’

He suggests it’s also a great way of finding the
sports car, or marqus, you like before buying and giving
it & good road test, Tve got a friend who bought a DBS
for the look and the status, but he hated draing it |t sat
on his drivi for a year then he sold it”

Thiz financial logic of joining PL or similar clubs such
as Ecurie or the Classic Car Club, is straightforward. For
E15,000 & year you get club points wiich you
exchange for driving tirme in a fleet of more than 30
cars, which is constantly updated [a Ferrari 595 GTB
Figrano and a Bentlay Continental GTC are among eight
new models arrving at PLin the next six months),

F1, which was co-foundsd by 1996 F1 Champion
Darmon Hill snd kis lang-term business partner Michael
Breen in 2000, reckons the average member does
bebween 50 and 70 days driving a year. Add in the
depreciation in value of a sports car over a year and the
inzurance and running costs, and Pl delivers incredible
value. A neve Larmborghin Gallardo will lose 50000 in
value i its first year and cost about £25000 to run.

The key ta getting the mast from the club is booking
your desired cars wellin advance. says Harns: “You've
gat to get used to the idea that you have to plan ahead,
You can't call up on Wednesday and expact to get a
Ford GT for the weekend”

Roug recalls the last time he needed to get a car on
short natice, the only rodel left was a bright yellaw,
Larmborghini Murcielago, which he ended up driving to
an aristocrat’s farm in Shropshire, He's & fairly
conservative auy and his farm is certainly not Lambo
friendly, but there wie were, driving through fields of
cows and sheep in a big banana,” he laughs, And, of
course, Pl picked up the bill for cleaning. 4
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Pay and display

It's like ha#ing a dream garage at your disposal -
without the downside of depreciation and upkeep
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~«f~ NEAT FLEETS

P1 by numbers

£4.5 million - the combined
value of the P1 flesl

£250,000 - annual servicing bill
£50,000 - depreciation on
Larnberghini Gallardo in year one
£25,740 - cost of running the
Gallardo in year one

£14,250 - annual membership
{including joining fee)
wwaw.plinternational com

Dffering a similar service is
Ecurie25. Annual membership
from £9.200, including joining fee.
WWWLECLTIE2 500k

1 you prefer a slightly more sedate
pace of life, the Classic Car Club
has a fleet of stylish, older vehicles
including a 1959 Ferrari 348, a 1961
Austin Healey Frogeye Sprite and a
1959 Sunbeam Alpine. Annual
membership from £3.250 plus
one-off £500 joining fee,
www.classicearclub.couk

Left Horsepower and
hoese play; Machel Rous Ir
and Philip Harris check
out ana of Pls prancing
poruas and a Ford GT
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